The sudden convulsion of an infant or young child must be one of the commonest emergencies encountered in paediatrics. One cannot be certain of the precise incidence as no doubt a large number of such cases is treated in their own homes. Nevertheless in the Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Yorkhill, convulsions of one kind or another account for some 6 to 10 per cent of the total admission to medical wards. Obviously the corresponding figure from an adult hospital would be very much smaller and this higher incidence of convulsions in the young has been "the subject of much speculation and controversy in the past and today still remains but ill-understood.
We have Henoch's (1893) The historical background of convulsions in childhood has been reviewed elsewhere, as has the literature of the twentieth century (Shanks, 1948 (Shanks, & 1949a . It (Shanks, 1949b (Lennox, 1949a & b) . Lennox found febrile convulsions to occur most commonly (two-thirds of aU cases) between one and three years of age and from this she cites onset under one year of age as an unfavourable prognostic factor. This rather surprising conclusion does not accord with the usually accepted view that benign convulsions occur most frequently in the first year of life.
Our own figures from Glasgow do not support Lennox's findings- Table 3 gives the figures of age-incidence for the series referred to above. 
